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Background

Public Policy & Youth Activism

The Plastic Pollution Education and Ocean Conservation Camp is a tuition free,
intensive summer program that takes students on a holistic journey from the
problem with plastic to solutions to this environmental crisis. Led by Bahamas Plastic
Movement, this camp, which is the first of its kind for The Bahamas, empowers
students to become environmental leaders and tackle the issue of plastic pollution
using a dynamic, creative and hands on approach. Its unique method of
encompassing science, technology, engineering, art, math (STEAM) and community
engagement translates a very real-world problem into tangible, realistic outcomes
that youth can connect to and execute effectively.

Through youth activism and empowerment, this program gives students a seat at the table to
inform environmental decision making that may impact their future. The Youth Activism Workshop,
an extension of the camp program, allows participants to form Youth-Adult Partnerships to gain
inspiration, support and guidance through the process of engaging law makers in public policy that
involves plastic pollution. Youth are guided through concepts such as social science research,
legislative processes and critical analysis of case studies to determine best practice approaches for
plastic pollution management at the policy level. In January 2018, a cohort of students drafted a
legislative bill proposing a ban on plastic grocery bags for The Bahamas and later presented this
information to Bahamian Minister of Environment The Hon. Romauld Ferreira. The student team
was successful as The Bahamas has committed to banning plastic bags nationally thanks to their
efforts. (Fig 13 & 14)

Environmental Education
Students experience environmental education through direct interactions and
explorations of the marine environment. After forming a connection with the natural
world, participants begin to explore the environmental issues surrounding plastic
pollution and engage in problem solving and action steps to improve the
environment around them. (Fig 1. & 2)
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Grounded in plastic pollution threats facing our environment, this program is rooted deeper in the
hopefulness that comes from engaging young people in environmental work. For the past 4 years,
the Plastic Pollution Education and Ocean Conservation Camp has truly shifted the education
paradigm and has provided youth with the tools necessary to innovate realistic solutions to plastic
pollution based on their culture and environment. By reconnecting students with nature and
providing experiential science opportunities involving plastic pollution, their mindsets evolve as
their passion for environmental protection is sparked and youth activism and stewardship is
created as a byproduct. Their engagement in public education and public policy initiatives harness
their leadership capabilities as they are cycled back into the program in the capacity of camp
counselors, serving as peer mentors. Environmental education accelerates youth’s reconnection
with nature and transforms their wonder into environmental protection. "In the end we will
conserve only what we love; we will love only what we understand; and we will understand only
what we are taught." (Baba Dioum, 1968.) (Fig. 15 & 16)
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Citizen Science
Through hands on participatory research, each student contributes real world data
to projects that assess plastic debris impacts on marine wildlife (e.g. Mahi Mahi &
Albatross) and local marine ecosystems such as the Exuma Sound and various
beaches of The Bahamas. Here, participants discover the connection between
plastic positive lifestyles and how their behaviors on land impact the ocean. This
creates a catalyst, inspiring students to implement localized efforts to address
plastic pollution awareness in their own communities. (Fig 3, 4 , 5, & 6)
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Community Action

Public Education

Students are given a platform to initiate action at the community level by
choosing localized paths that engage businesses, citizens and the
community at large in plastic pollution education and mitigation
activities. Such events include beach and community cleanups, the Straw
Free Island Initiative and the Better Bags Bahamas Initiative; both
respectively aimed at plastic straw and bag use reduction among
businesses and citizens. (Fig 7,8 & 9)

The impacts of plastic pollution are not widely known nor often discussed in
The Bahamas at the national level. Increasing public awareness on the
subject is crucial to influencing behavior changes that will lead to a reduction
in plastic use. Public awareness methods are adapted and incorporated using
creativity and art as a tool to effect change. This includes art projects, social
media, public education events, school visits, tv and radio appearances and
competitions. (Fig. 10, 11 & 12)
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