University of Georgia Marine Extension and Georgia Sea Grant

Leading by
Example
to Inspire the Next
Generation of
Forward Thinkers
UGA Marine Extension and Georgia Sea Grant teamed up
with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and Glynn Middle School to tackle the topic of marine
debris. Lessons were presented to seventh grade students
and local partners were invited to share how they are
creating positive change in Georgia’s coastal communities.
The program provided the students with hands-on
activities and experiential learning opportunities. The
science club at Glynn Middle School took part in monthly
marsh cleanups and their accomplishments were
highlighted in morning news announcements, reinforcing
what students were learning in the classroom. Our goal
was to empower a new generation with knowledge and
conviction to make a positive difference in their community.

THEMES
A series of lessons
created awareness about
marine debris and
inspired students to
rethink their use of
everyday items and
consider ways to reduce
their impact.

Katy Smith
Water Quality Specialist

LEADING BY
EXAMPLE

Lesson 1:

Rubber Band
Entanglement *

The Salt Marsh
Soldiers knew they were
part of something big.

Lesson 2:

They improved habitat
for many animals and led by
example in their community.

Food or Foe? *
Credit: Tess Havas

Lesson 3:

Sink or Float?

Lesson 1:

We used
prominent
messaging,
activities, film
and reflection
to magnify our
impact.

Salt Marsh Soldiers helped
design their club t-shirts.

Entanglement

Lesson 4:

Lesson 2:

Recycling
Challenge

Ingestion

Together, they removed

1,712 items

of debris during 6 cleanups near
the school.
They were proud to share their impact
with family and friends through film,
stickers, t-shirts and conversations.

The memories they made in
2017 will resonate through
film and help shape a new
generation of forward
thinkers.

Lesson 3:

Innovation

Project sticker

Lesson 4:

Solutions

Film available on YouTube
* Activities from NOAA &
Ocean Conservancy’s marine
debris curriculum, Talking
Trash & Taking Action

Next Generation of World Changers
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