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Regional Response on Marine Litter:
The Mediterranean case

▪ The first ever legally-binding Regional Plan on Marine Litter 
Management in the Mediterranean (since 2013);

▪ Implementation Guidelines (2016) e.g. Fishing-for-litter to 
support the implementation of the RPML;

▪ Baseline Values and Environmental Reduction Targets;

▪ A Regional Assessment Report on Marine Litter;

▪ Regional Cooperation Platform on Marine Litter in the 
Mediterranean;

▪ 2016-2021 MTS strategic outputs directly related to marine 
litter; 

▪ Regional Action Plan on Sustainable and Consumption and 
Production (SCP) (since 2016); 

▪ Basin-wide Integrated Monitoring and Assessment 
Programme of the Mediterranean Sea and Coast and related 
Assessment Criteria (IMAP).

▪ Mediterranean Node on Marine Litter (under development)

https://wedocs.unep.org/rest/bitstreams/9739/retrieve
http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/17012/imap_2017_eng.pdf?sequence=5&isAllowed=y


Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme 
(IMAP) of the Mediterranean Sea and Coast

IMAP was adopted in 2016

Timeline: 2016-2021 (Initial phase: 2016-2019)

Ecological Objective 10: Marine Litter

➢ Common Indicator 22: Trends in the amount of litter 
washed ashore and/or deposited on coastlines (EO10);

➢ Common Indicator 23: Trends in the amount of litter in the 
water column including microplastics and on the seafloor 
(EO10);

➢ Candidate Indicator 24: Trends in the amount of litter 
ingested by or entangling marine organisms focusing on 
selected mammals, marine birds, and marine turtles (EO10).



IMAP Common Indicator Fact Sheets for 
Pollution and Marine Litter







Implementation of the Regional Plan 
on Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean

The EU-funded Marine Litter MED project

Specific Objectives:

▪ Enhance the implementation of selected ML policy/regulatory prevention and reduction 
common measures at sub-regional/national levels and sharing of related best practices 
as identified in the updated NAPs in Southern Mediterranean;

▪ Develop and apply regionally harmonized approaches, guidelines and tools to ensure 
effective implementation of selected measures;

▪ Establish regional coordination mechanisms for ML prevention and management in the 
Mediterranean to maximize synergies through cooperation and exchange of best 
practices; and

▪ Establish regional coordination mechanisms for ML with other regional actors and 
European Regional Seas Conventions, with a particular focus on collaboration with the 
Black Sea Commission.



Implementation of the Regional Plan 
on Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean

The EU-funded Marine Litter MED project: Main Activities

▪ Better management of sea-based litter in ports (Art. 9(5), 10(f));

▪ Regulatory framework related to non single-use of plastic bags and promote Extended 
Producer Responsibility (Art. 9(f));

▪ “Fishing-for-Litter” measure (Art. 9 and 10);

▪ “Adopt-a-Beach” measure (Art. 10(f));

▪ Reducing impacts of marine litter and micro litter in Biota with a particular focus on 
endangered species;

▪ Strengthen the implementation of harmonized approaches at regional and sub-regional 
level (e.g. regional guidelines);

▪ Support the development of an Action Plan and a Monitoring Programme in the Black 
Sea Region;

▪ Establishment of the Regional Cooperation Platform on Marine Litter in the 
Mediterranean (Athens, Sept. 2016).



Bilateral Cooperation Agreement with the Italian 
Ministry of Environment Land and Sea (IMELS)
▪ MoU since Sept. 2016 including activities on the enhancement of marine 

litter management, provided for two activities:
a. Organization of and follow up on the G7 workshop on marine litter; and 
b. Preparation and implementation of pilot projects on best practices for 

marine litter in Adriatic countries. 

▪ The following marine litter pilots will be implemented in the Adriatic sub 
region :

a. Adopt-a-beach pilots;
b. Development of the national regulatory framework for the banning of 

single-use plastic bags and also on other targeted plastic products (e.g. 
PET bottles) ending up as marine litter;

c. Strengthen networking, exchange of data, experiences and best practices 
at sub-regional and regional level.



Contribution in the Implementation of the 
G7 Action Plan on Marine Litter

▪ Mainstreaming the work of the Regional Seas Programmes towards the better 
implementation of the G7 Action Plan and the achievement of global commitments on 
marine litter.



Regional Cooperation Platform 
on Marine Litter in the Mediterranean

▪ Was established at the invitation of the UN Environment/MAP on September 
2016, initially consisting of 19 organizations from across the Mediterranean;

▪ Purpose: to provide coordinated support and guidance to the 
implementation of the Regional Plan on Marine Litter Management in the 
Mediterranean, and to be a forum of consultation, exchange of best practices 
and solutions seeking;

▪ It is an open-ended group and has been established on a voluntary basis, to 
contribute to the environmentally sound management of marine litter in the 
Mediterranean;

▪ Effective coordination of actions will maximize results and enhance the 
impact of marine litter management in the region;

▪ Two meetings:
i. 6 September 2016 (Athens, Greece): establishment of the platform and ToRs approved;

ii. 9-10 November 2017 (Barcelona, Spain): priority themes for a joint 2018 work plan.



The Mediterranean Node on Marine Litter

▪ The Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment 
from Land-based Activities (GPA), in the framework of the Global Partnership on 
Marine Litter (GPML), is establishing Regional Nodes on Marine Litter to coordinate, 
assist and facilitate the establishment of cooperation mechanisms at regional level.

▪ The objectives of the Regional/Mediterranean Node on Marine Litter are to:

a. Enhance awareness of marine litter prevention and reduction measures and 
actions undertaken at the regional, national, and local levels;

b. Strengthen the exchange of information and knowledge, along with the best 
practices and measures for prevention and reduction of marine litter in the 
Mediterranean;

c. Establish linkages and synergies with the Global Partnership on Marine Litter 
(GPML); and

d. Enhance knowledge of GPML among local governments, NGOs/NPOs and local 
people in the Mediterranean.



▪ Main Focus: further implementation of the Regional Plan on Marine Litter, and the 
Marine Litter related measures in the NAPs;

▪ Expand pilot projects on key Marine Litter prevention/reduction measures throughout 
the Mediterranean  (South Mediterranean and Adriatic areas);

▪ Updated National monitoring programmes on Marine Litter operation at country level 
(Challenge!);

▪ Develop Marine Litter indicators ( process/response) to complement IMAP state 
indicators;

▪ Advance the regional component of actions included in the Marine Litter MED project;

▪ Update baseline values if possible at sub-regional level (Support from the pilot 
projects);

▪ Development of guidelines related to: i) Adopt-a-beach” pilots and related best 
practices; ii) Prevention in generation of plastics and wastes ending up as marine litter 
with a particular focus on plastic bags; iii) Provision of reception facilities in ports and 
the delivery of ship-generated wastes;

Future Actions included in the UN Environment/MAP 
2018-2019 Programme of Work



▪ Capacity building and sharing of best practices (Sub-regional, Regional 
Workshops);

▪ Ongoing coordination with European Regional Seas;

▪ Follow up with BSRC joint Secretariat and their Regional Centers;

▪ Strengthen collaboration with GPA and GPML with a focus on the 
#CleanSeas campaign;

▪ Contribute to the G7 and G20 Action Plans on Marine Litter;

▪ Improve knowledge and enhance effective management on microplastics 
in the region;

▪ Initiate/build partnership with private sector.

Future Actions included in the UN 
Environment/MAP 2018-2019 Programme of Work
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