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Preliminary surveys

37 open-sea dives at 10m depth
parallel to the shoreline

100 m transect

35 coastal dives from the
waterline into the sea

Divers swim 1n pairs

Anchor or grapple to secure ends of transect line

Figure 9. Layout for benthic visual litter survey; divers swim down the transect line and collect
or record all litter items found within 2 m on both sides of the line. Litter is then recorded in

Cheshire et al, 2009



Most of the sites are sandy with little
debris on the seafloor.

Most significant in the coastal
surveys: North to Herzeliya marina
and Michmoret.

In the open sea surveys: Northern
part of Haifa Bay (i.e. Acre Bay).

Only one or two survey in each site,
due to lack of resources.

The results were very scattered
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Cleanup data collection

Since May 2015, major clean up
events are accompanied by a
researcher representative of the
Israeli Diving Federation.

All the collected marine debris is
weighted and sorted according to
Cheshire et al. (2009).

25 underwater cleanups data were
collected.
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Main findings

m Fishing & Boating

Drinking bottles and cans
Bottle caps & lids

® Plastic bags

27%

= Construction and Indu

® Medical, health & beau

personal items
m Cigarettes, butts & filter

® Cups, tableware, food trays,
wrappers & cardboard drink
Plastic Pieces

10%
B Toys and office related

= Packaging
9%

Automotive parts

16%

Furniture



Plastic

Cloth and

© Metal

Wood

m Glass and ¢

Paper

67%
B Rubber and sponge
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Anger at waste piled on Lebanon beaches
A huge clean-up operation is under way
after a storm left beaches near Beirut str...
www.bbc.com
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Public outreach
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Since March 2017 the volunteers
conduct four surveys a year in two
sites as part of the national action

plan (NAP) and our results are
reported to UNEP.

Coastal municipalities use our
ecological surveys as part of their
blue flag reports.

Underwater cleanups are summarized
and we send recommendations to the
relevant authorities.
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Looking forwards

* More trained volunteers
* Youth programs as empowerment tool
 Establish a regular budget
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